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Icegreen is a new Summer Nas resistant Iceberg Lettuce from 
Syngenta Seeds. Icegreen has performed exceptionally in 2011 
summer  trials, giving a sure heading lettuce ideally suited to 
fresh market production.  Icegreen produces a large frame, with 
a fresh green colour, and an attractive butt that will present well 
on shelves. 

 

Icegreen will best suit a mid summer harvest (Late December to 
April), and has shown the ability to remain consistent through 
the humid weather, and has also shown good disease tolerance 
in the field. DMR 1-16, 18—20, 22-24. 

 

Production schedules are available from Seed and Field for as-
sistance in placing Icegreen into existing summer lettuce pro-
grams.                                       Continued on page 2 
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New Product Profiles—Summer Lettuce 

Summer of 2010/2011 provided some much 
warmer and more humid conditions than we have 
been traditionally used too. It was noticeable 
through some of these periods that out traditional 
summer lettuce varieties did not always maintain 
the quality we would aim for. Below are some 
suggestions of new varieties for the mid summer 
production period to test along side the summer 
standards 
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Mission— large framed fast maturing summer cabbage from Clause. Mission is 
suited to the summer harvest time slot, producing large well rounded heads with 
an attractive dark green colour. Mission has shown good tolerance to disease in 
plot trials to date. Suits harvest from late December to May. 

 

Samudra—fast maturing summer cabbage with outstanding uniformity in the 
field. Samudra has a more typical light green coloration, and stood up well to 
periods of extreme bacterial pressure this summer. Suits harvest from late De-
cember to May 

 

Green Coronet— Green Coronet has been in the market for some years and is a  
well established commercial variety, particularly suited to Autumn and Winter  
harvest, however  may suit all year round production. Green Coronet as deep 
green colouration and has a maturity similar to that of Cabaret. 

From page 1 

 

Toscanas— 

Mid Summer Nas resistant lettuce from Terranova seeds. Toscanas has 
an exceptional dark colour, similar to that of Casino. Through the warm 
humid summer of 2011, Toscanas showed the ability to give consistent 
results, where the summer standards were variable. Toscanas suits the 
hottest months for harvest (January through to late March) to achieve the 
best result from this variety. DMR 1-23, 25. 

 

Toscanas seed is available subject to indent orders, so seed should be 
ordered well in advance to avoid disappointment.  

 

Crown— 

Non nas summer lettuce from Clause with high mildew resistance. DMR 
1-23, 25. Initial trial plantings of Crown has shown its ability to produce 
high quality and well filled heads through the mid summer period, and 
has an attractive dark green leaf colour. As Crown is not Nas Resistant, 
pre planting treatment of Confidor is recommended. 

 

Trial seed is available on request for 2012 

Green Cabbage 

Iceberg Lettuce 

Good seed stocks of our market standard  cabbage “Cabaret” are available for 2011, however  
indications are that  “Cabaret” is soon to be discontinued. We have over the past season been 
looking at a number of alternatives to take its place. Below is a number of suggestions for grow-
ers to trial or include in their program this season.   



Crop Establishment Conference 2011 

�

   Growers will be well aware of a number of seed supply issues this season. As we near the end of the 
Franklin sowing window, here are a couple of suggestions for that late window sowing. Seed stocks 
of both are currently available and are options to consider to sow if you are looking for additional 
varieties to fill those late sowings.. 
 

Kauri—  PLK maturity Hybrid from Terranova seeds. Kauri has been trialed 
semi commercially for two seasons in the Franklin area and has shown typi-
cally good results. Kauris outstanding feature would be it dark brown skins, 
excellent bulb shape and uniformity which leads to a great pack-out. Kauri 
has performed well from late sowings (up to early September), and has good 
storage potential. 

 

Plutonis—New PLK maturity Hybrid from Terranova, in its first season of 
commercial sowings. Plutonis has outstanding storage potential, and many of 
you will have seen by now the near famous 18mnth old bulbs. Plutonis offers 
good yield potential combined with an attractive firm bulb with good skins. 
Growers may wish to consider trialing Plutonis this season alongside their traditional late sowing options. 

In March, Seed and Field Services in conjunction with Pukekohe Grower Supplies held a very success-
ful crop establishment conference, with a number of speakers visiting from all parts of the world. Be-
low is an extract from a slide presentations that was found to be popular talking point after the presen-
tation. The following slide was presented by Professor Bill Finch Savage from Warwick University, 
Wellsbourne, UK, regarding the link between seed size and seedling vigour. 

Seed size

There is no consistent link between seed size and germination 
characteristics (rate, spread or percentage) WHEN COMPARING SEED 
LOTS, but there can be within a lot.

However, increased size is a benefit for seedling establishment,
• There is a consistent clear link between seed size and the resulting size  

of the seedling, which is dependant on seed reserves for 
pre-emergence growth.

• Large seeds tend to produce larger seedlings at emergence and this 
size differential can be maintained to harvest

• Large seeds improve emergence from deeper sowings, deeper sowing 
is more likely to place a seed in moisture.

• Positive influence of seed weight on the ability of hypocotyls to grow 
through strong soils. However large seeds with epigeal germination can  
have a negative impact as cotyledons may be damaged during   
emergence in strong soils. 

Late Onion Sowings 

Kauri  onion from Terranova seeds. 
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Summerlove—                                 Sow July to January 

Nova—                                             Sow June to January 

Highfield  - (Clubroot Resistant) - Sow July to  December 

Green Cabbage 
Cabaret  —                 Sow July to March 

(Suggestion for Trial) 

Mission / Samudra—Sow July to November 

Green Coronet—      Sow year round 

Red Cabbage 
Cairo—                      Sow year round 

Arcadia 

Liberty        Sow July to January 

Serenity 

(Suggestion for Trial) 

Diplomat—Sow July to December 

 Kuba    -    Sow July to January                  

 

Albanas           Sow  from  June  to end of August 

Casino              Sow  from  August to January 

(Suggestion for Trial) 

Icegreen 

Toscanas          Sow from late September to end of December 

Crown 

Iceberg— 
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Cauliflower— 
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Cabbage— 
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Broccoli— 
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